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WHALE WATCHING FACT SHEET
Ocean Odyssey, Close encounter whale watching tours and Eco Marine tours, is passionate about showcasing Knysna’s natural 

assets. This breath-taking Garden Route setting provides us with the ideal platform from which to introduce visitors to our rich aquatic 

heritage; aan iconic estuary and adjacent coastline and the complex web of life that is found here. We are the proud holder of a 

prestigious Blue Flag status, an international award given to beaches, marinas and nature-based boat excursions that meet a standard of 

excellence in the following categories. Environmental Education, Environmental Management, Safety and security, and water quality.

Where we are: Conveniently located on the popular Thesen Island within walking distance from the Knysna Quays and the centre of 

Knysna  town. Our vessels are accessible by walk-on jetties on Thesen Harbour town which is a Blue Flag Marina.

CLOSE ENCOUNTER WHALE WATCHING

Ocean Odyssey is the only close encounter whale 

watching permit holder for the greater Knysna area, 

which extends from the Western Side of the Robberg 

Peninsula, to Gericke’s Point in Sedgefield. The Permit, 

which is issued by the Department of Environmental 

Affairs, allows us to approach marine mammals to within 

50m, and if whales approach us, we are permitted to stay 

and observe. Our 25-seater, 9m Butt Cat departs from 

Thesen Harbour Town. From Thesen Island we cruise 

across the sweeping Knysna estuary and out to sea 

through the Iconic Knysna Heads in search of marine life.

Vessel:

Pax:

Duration:

Departure:

Odysseus

25 pax in comfortable
cinema-style seating

1.5 – 2 hours

09h30, 12h00 & 15h00
(or as scheduled with us directly)

Let’s get up close and personal with these majestic giants that 

inhabit our vast and pristine Indian ocean. These migratory 

mammals, Southern Right and Humpback whales, grace us 

with their presence from June to November annually showing 

off their acrobatic skills while nurturing their young.

Approaching a whale requires incredible skill and 

understanding of the behaviour of these gentle giants. Our 

skippers are well aware of the strict guidelines set in place by 

the permit and respect that they are in the whale’s domain.

Whale season is from 1 June to 30 November, and the close 

encounter trips depart three times daily. Out of whale season, 

we offer Marine Eco-Tours.

Managing Director: Evelyn Pepler
Company Registration: 200610476723  l  VAT Number: 4400234318

What you 
may see:

• Humpback, Southern Right or Bryde’s
whales

• Common, Bottlenose & Humpback
dolphins

• Cape Fur seals, penguins & Pelagic
birds



WHAT TO BRING

Camera or Camcorder

Make sure your batteries are fully charged or you have a spare set to ensure you don’t miss the “money shot”. And don’t 

forget you memory card.

Binoculars

Usually the whales are close enough to see better without binoculars. They may, however, be useful for spotting some 

beautiful pelagic bird species.

Rubber-soled shoes

A moving vessel is not usually the best place for high heels. Sneakers/takkies have much better traction as sometimes the 

decks get wet and slippery even though we have non-slip rubberising on our vessels.

Warm clothes

Ideally you should wear a nice warm jacket or hoodie as it can get really chilly out on the ocean. We will supply you with a 

blanket if the day is colder than normal.

Sunscreen and Sunglasses

On sunny days you can get quite a sunburn and sunglasses will help protect your eyes from glare off the water as you scan 

the horizon looking for whales and dolphins.

SAFETY

The safety of our guests and crew are our number one priority and each tour commences with a safety briefing prior to 

departure. Each guest is supplied with the latest approved commercial PFD/Life jackets (automatic inflatable and super 

comfortable) and a bottle of water.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION

Most of our trips are ocean going trips and are weather and sea conditions permitting. Only the skipper of the vessel can 

make a judgment call on these conditions, which are determined on the day of the trip. Conditions are influenced by tide, 

wind direction, wind speed and sea swell, therefore going out through the Knysna Heads is never guaranteed.



GENERAL INFORMATION_______________________________________________________
THE VESSEL - Odysseus, our flag ship vessel and the latest addition to our ocean going fleet. She was 

launched in June 2018, with a certification for 25 passengers and two crew members. Odysseus is a 

registered close encounter whale and dolphin watching vessel with Department of Environmental 

Affairs and the front-runner of the fleet.

BUTT CAT – These vessels are famous for their stability and great handling on the ocean, making it 

perfect for navigating the passage through the iconic Knysna Heads and out to the vast Indian 

Ocean for an adventure of a lifetime. With a 9meter hull and beam/width of 3.4 meters, the twin hulls 

ensure passenger comfort and stability.

SEATING – The vessels layout and seating has been designed and fitted to ensure our passengers have 

unobstructed views of the surrounds from a seated position. Moving around is possible with a passage 

standing area on either side of the vessel. Our “cinema style” seating and back support is cushioned, 

and comfortably seats five passengers per row with ample leg room. Seat rails can be found directly in 

front of the seat for passengers to hold on to for support. Directly underneath each seat there is a 

watertight storage compartment for passengers to store belongings during the tour. 

BOARDING – Boarding the Odysseus is done with ease from our walk on jetties at the Thesen Island Blue 

Flag marina (NB. low tide can create a steep incline). Passengers step on board from the stern (rear) 

by stepping onto the drop-down boarding ramp which is level with the jetty (no climbing required), 

the deck is treated with a non-slip coating ensuring steadiness at all times. A safety briefing is given by 

the skipper before a smooth departure from our jetties into the diverse Knysna estuary. 

PASSENGERS – Each passenger is fitted with a SAMSA approved ultra-lightweight inflatable Laliza 

Sigma life jacket. These life jackets are compact and self-inflating, eliminating the bulkiness of the 

ordinary orange life jacket. If required, passengers have access to windbreakers, ponchos and 

blankets. Bottled mineral water is available onboard for pas -
sengers during the tour.

HARDWARE – Odysseus has been fitted with two FL300 DET 4 

stroke Yamaha Outboard 2019 engines. Renowned for their 

environmentally conscious technology, these are the 

newest design Yamaha of outboard motors, delivering ultra-

low emissions, improved fuel economy and unobtrusive 

noise from the motors. These features are particularly 

important for us, as we can maintain the integrity of the 

marine environment we operate in and minimise any 

impact they may have on the marine life whilst observing 

them.

ODYSSEUS



PERMITTED CLOSE ENCOUNTER WHALE AND DOLPHIN WATCHING

Ocean Odyssey IS THE ONLY CLOSE ENCOUNTER WHALE WATCHING PERMIT HOLDER FOR THE GREATER 

Knysna area, which extends from the Western side of the Robberg Peninsula to Gericke’s point in 

Sedgefield. The permit, which is issued by the Department of Environmental Affairs, allows us to 

approach marine mammals to within 50 meters, and if whales approach us, we are permitted to stay 

and observe, moving away when safe to do so. 

Our 25 seater, 9 meter Butt cat departs from the Thesen Harbour Marina on Thesen Island. We cruise 

across the sweeping Knysna estuary and out to sea through the Iconic Knysna Heads in search of 

marine life. Every year, both Southern Right and humpback whales leave their icy feeding grounds off 

Antarctica and migrate to mate and calve in the warmer waters of our Southern African coastline. 

Knysna is one of the best whale watching destinations in the country.

Whale season is from 1st June to 30th November annually, and the close encounter trips depart three 

times daily, 09h30, 12h00 and 15h00, weather and sea conditions permitting.



GENERAL INFORMATION_______________________________________________________

THE VESSEL – Oyster Catcher, has been apart of our fleet since the beginning. She is certified to carry 

12 passengers and 2 crew members. Oyster Catcher is registered as our secondary vessel for close 

encounter whale and dolphin watching vessel with Department of Environmental Affairs.

BUTT CAT – These vessels are famous for their stability and great handling on the ocean, making it 

perfect for navigating the passage through the iconic Knysna Heads and out to the vast Indian 

Ocean for an adventure of a lifetime. With a 8.4 meter hull and beam, the twin hulls ensure passenger 

comfort and stability.

SEATING – The vessels layout and seating has been designed and fitted to ensure our passengers have 

unobstructed views of the surrounds from a seated position. Moving around is possible with a passage 

standing area on either side of the vessel. Our “cinema style” seating and back support is cushioned, 

and comfortably seats four passengers per row with ample leg room. Seat rails can be found directly 

in front of the seat for passengers to hold on to for support. Directly underneath each seat there is a 

storage compartment for passengers to store belongings during the tour. 

BOARDING – Boarding the Oyster Catcher is done with ease from our walk on jetties at the Thesen 

Island Blue Flag marina (NB. low tide can create a steep incline). Passengers step on board from the 

starboard side of the vessel, the deck is treated with a non-slip coating ensuring steadiness at all times. 

A safety briefing is given by the skipper before a smooth departure from our jetties into the diverse 

Knysna estuary. 

PASSENGERS – Each passenger is fitted with a SAMSA approved ultra-lightweight inflatable Laliza 

Sigma life jacket. These life jackets are compact and self-inflating, eliminating the bulkiness of the 

ordinary orange life jacket. If required, passengers have access to windbreakers, ponchos and 

blankets. Bottled mineral water is available onboard for pas -
sengers during the tour.

HARDWARE – Oyster Catcher has been fitted with two BF 

Honda 200’s outboard engines. Honda’s technology has 

been designed to reduce the environmental impact of its 

products. With improved fuel efficiency and reduced 

emissions, their engines are no exception. These features are 

particularly important for us, as we can maintain the 

integrity of the marine environment we operate in and 

minimise any impact they may have on the marine life whilst 

observing them.

OYSTER CATCHER



PERMITTED CLOSE ENCOUNTER WHALE AND DOLPHIN WATCHING

Ocean Odyssey IS THE ONLY CLOSE ENCOUNTER WHALE WATCHING PERMIT HOLDER FOR THE GREATER 

KNYSNA AREA, which extends from the Western side of the Robberg Peninsula to Gericke’s point in 

Sedgefield. The permit, which is issued by the Department of Environmental Affairs, allows us to 

approach marine mammals to within 50 meters, and if whales approach us, we are permitted to stay 

and observe, moving away when safe to do so. 

Our vessels depart from the Thesen Harbour Marina on Thesen Island. We cruise across the sweeping 

Knysna estuary and out to sea through the iconic Knysna Heads in search of marine life. Every year, 

both Southern Right and humpback whales leave their icy feeding grounds off Antarctica and 

migrate to mate and calve in the warmer waters of our Southern African coastline. Knysna is one of 

the best whale watching destinations in the country.

Whale season is from 1st June to 30th November annually, and the close encounter trips depart three 

times daily, 09h30, 12h00 and 15h00, weather and sea conditions permitting.
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